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JERSEY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

Bepobt op the Celebration of the Seventy-Second 

Annivebsary op the Organization op Jebsey 

County, Illinois. 



To the Jersey County Historical Society: 

Your committee appointed to make arrangements for 
the observance of the seventy-second anniversary of the 
organization of Jersey connty submits the following: 

The anniversary celebration was held in the city of 
Jerseyville, Saturday, August the 5th, 1911. The weather 
was ideal and the celebration a success in every way. 
The attendance during the day is conservatively esti- 
mated at 7,000. The program as arranged was carried 
out and it is most gratifying to state that the people 
were entertained and entirely satisfied. Perfect order 
prevailed in the city throughout the entire day. 

Music. 

The music for the occasion was furnished by the White 
Hussar Band of Alton. The music was in charge of the 
music committee composed of E. B. Shafer, P. M. Hamil- 
ton and John N. Beaty. 

Balloon Ascension. 
The balloon ascension was made from the vacant lots 
on North State Street by Aeronaut King of Springfield, 
at 12 o'clock. It was expected the ascension would take 
place an hour earlier, but delay in inflating the bag 
caused the delay. The ascension was perfect. King as- 
cended 3,000 feet and came down at the Sumner residence, 
three blocks from the starting point. Mayor J. M. Page 
was in charge of the baloon arrangements. 
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Basket Dinneb. 

Fully 500 people enjoyed basket dinners in the court 
house yard. All over the yard there were families and 
groups enjoying the noon meal, and the social features 
connected with it. The baskets were stored in the Court 
House for safe keeping. 

Platfobm Meeting. 

During the afternoon the exercises were held in the 
Court House yard. Seats were provided for 2,000 people. 
The speakers and the *'Thirty-Niners" were seated on 
a long platform built especially for the occasion. 0. B. 
Hamilton, President of this Society presided. At the 
opening of the program Mayor Joseph M. Page welcomed 
the visitors to the city. The speaker of the afternoon 
was the Hon. John M. Woodson, of St. Louis. Mr. 
Woodson was formerly a resident of Greene and Ma- 
coupin counties and a prominent member of the bar in 
his day. His father served honorably on the bench of 
this Judicial Circuit for a number of years. The ad- 
dress of Mr. Woodson contains a fund of valuable local 
historical matter. The address has been printed in full 
in the local papers, and the original manuscript is in 
possession of the Historical Society. Minor S. Gowin, 
of McCune, Kas., a former resident, also gave a short 
address. 

Foresteb Exhibition Dbills. 

A pleasing feature was the Woodman Forester ex- 
hibition drills at 4:30. The judges named to decide the 
contest were Fred A. Long, W. K. Dodge and Eugene 
Watson. The judges awarded the first prize, $40.00, to 
the Alton team and the second prize to the Jerseyville 
team, $20.00. 

The committee on drills was composed of J. W. Becker, 
Wm. F. Brockman and Lester Fritz. 
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Auto Bide. 

At the close of the exercises the ^^Thirty-Niners*' were 
photographed. Later they were given an antomobile 
ride, through the courtesy of the auto owners. The 
**Thirty-Niners*' were given souvenir badges and were 
the guests of honor during the day. About sixty were 
present. 

Visitors. 

Several hundred visitors, representing nine states, 
came back to their old home county to greet friends and 
relatives. It is generally admitted that the one feature, 
more than any other, that made the day so delightful, 
was that of visiting and sociability. Much credit for 
this is due the invitation committee, composed of John 
W. Vinson, Mrs. Cornelia J. Shephard and Mrs. Fannie 
H. English. The many letters received by the committee 
in response to invitations are being preserved in a scrap 
book, which is the property of the Society. Some of 
these letters have been published in the newspapers. 

Finances. 

'^ AlPs well that ends well.^^ Usually the financial side 
of a public celebration is a burdensome one. Your com- 
mittee is happy to report that there was ample money 
subscribed by our citizens to pay all the expenses and 
leave a balance on hand. The finance committee deserves 
special commendation for the maimer in which they 
cared for the work assigned them. They report a most 
generous response on part of our business men and 
citizens. The committee is composed of Edward Cross, 
P. M. Hamilton, H. S. Daniels, H. B. Hill, C. G. Reddish 
and Wm. F. Brockman. The chairman, Mr. Cross, has 
filed an itemized statement showing receipts and expendi- 
tures. This will show the total raised $419.00 and total 
expense $345.89, leaving a balance of $73.11 on hand. 
Your committee recommend that this balance be held by 
the committee to be used in next year's celebration. 
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Public Comfort. 
It's the little things that either irritate or please. One 
of the sweetening influences of the celebration was the 
rest room in the court house, in charge of the ladies of 
the Woman's Belief Corps. Here were chairs, rockers, 
cots, water pitchers and wash bowls, towels and comforts 
of various kinds. The ladies in charge report that the 
rest room was more generally patronized than it was a 
year ago. 

Ebception Committee. 
The reception committee looked after the comfort of 
the speaker of the day, and otherwise contributed to the 
pleasure of the visitors. The committee was composed 
of Mayor J. M. Page, Judge G. W. Herdman, Col. W. H. 
Fulkerson, Hon. T. S. Chapman, S. H. Bowman, A. H. 
Cochran, Judge H. W. Pogue, Judge Chas. S. White, 
Elias Cockrell, Judge A. M. Slaten, Hon. H. A. Shephard, 
Hon. J. A. Kirby, A. F. Pitt, Chas. E. Miner, Ed. J. 
Vaughn, J. H. Smith, B. F. Cochran, P. M. Hamilton, B. 
C. Gledhill, J. W. Becker, Leslie Cross, Dr. A. K. Van 
Home. 

The committee desires to express its appreciation of 
the valuable services rendered by the Hon. John M. 
Woodson in delivering the interesting historical address 
without charge to the Society, and for which hearty 
thanks are hereby extended. Also to W. S. VanPlet, 
janitor at the court house, who performed many acts to 
help the celebration; to James Bell for use of water 
tanks; to all the people that in any way contributed to 
the exercises of the day, and especially to those who con- 
tributed financially. 

BespectfuUy, 

0. B. Hamilton, 
J. M. Page, 
A. K. Van Hobnb, 
H. E. Gledhill, 
J. W. Becker, 

Committee. 
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NOVEL PICTURE OF 152 JERSEY PIONEERS. 



Judge Harrtson W. Pogue^s Collection op Men in 

County Before 1840 is Hung in County Court 

EooM— Heavy Frame is Made op Native Oak. 

Judge Harrison W. Pogue has spent many years col- 
lecting photographs of old settlers of Jersey county who 
were here before 1840 and as a result has 152, which he 
has assembled into one large picture. It has been rung in 
the county court room. As it was impossible to secure 
a photo mat of sufficient size to accommodate the pictures, 
one of pine lumber was built. The extra heavy frame was 
made of Jersey county oak two inches thick. The first 
buggy that came to the county was brought by Capt. 
Jonathan Cooper and a picture of the captain in his 
buggy is in the group, also the first county officers: 
Judge Joseph G. Scott, Col. John W. English, sheriff; 
Robert L. Hill, circuit clerk, and George W. Lowder, 
county clerk. Of the 152 eight are living. 



